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RECRUITING OF MONTANA ATHLETES GOOD, BUT
COULD BE BETTER: SWARTHOUT SAYS WHY
By BILL SCHWANKE
UM Sports Information Director
MISSOULA---Recruiting o f outstanding Montana high school athletes by the University o f Montana
during the past few months apparently has been successfu l, but according to Jack Swarthout,
UM a th le tic director and head fo o tb a ll coach, i t is s t i l l far short o f what i t should be.
And Swarthout has some opinions on why i t could be b e tte r.
Because some o f the "Blue Chip" prep prospects have been snatched away by larger and
supposedly more prestigiou s o u t-o f-s ta te in s titu tio n s , both UM and Montana State University
coaching s ta ffs in fo o tb a ll, basketball and other va rsity sports have found i t necessary
to go outside Montana’ s boundaries to keep th e ir programs going.
Certainly, because o f Montana's small population, i t is impossible to run successful
a th le tic programs with even less than a m ajority o f in -sta te a th le te s ," Swarthout said.
But in credibly enough, we fin d i t just as easy, or sometimes even easier, to draw athletes
from other s ta te s ."
Swarthout explained that his coaches have been pleased to note that athletes from
other states, and th eir parents, are highly impressed with both the a th le tic and academic
programs at the University o f Montana.
In fa c t, th is seems to be the case more times outside the state than w ith in ,"
Swarthout explained.
Swarthout said that too many times, Montana’ s outstanding prep athletes are "too
impressed by the pitches o f recru iters from what he ca lle d "the s o -ca lle d big name sch ools."
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Montanans have absolutely no reason to harbor an in fe r io r it y complex about th eir
in s titu tio n s o f higher lea rn in g ,” Swarthout stated. "The U niversity o f Montana can o ffe r
academic opportunities comparable to any in the nation."
Swarthout said that although competition with Montana State in recru itin g is great,
he and his s t a ff vould rather see Montana high school athletes go to the Bozeman school
than out o f sta te, in the fin a l analysis.
Of course, -we'd prefer to have them here, but when i t comes to a choice between in
state and out o f sta te, ve want them to stay in Montana," he said.
The l i s t o f high school athletes who leave Montana because o f recru itin g pitches
that are aimed at the ego rather than the merits o f the in stitu tio n s involved grows larger
every year," Swarthout added.

"And the l i s t o f those who return disappointed also gets

b ig g e r ."
The head coach o f one year is more than pleased with the e ffo r t his assistan ts have
shown in recru itin g Montana ath letes.

He says he doesn't think they could work any harder,

or do any more, than they have.
"At one time, Montana sports fans can be heard moaning and groaning because there are
too many o u t-o f-s ta te athletes on our a th le tic teams," Swarthout said.

"The next time you

sec these same people, th ey’ re patting some boy on the back because he has decided to go
to some b ig school outside o f Montana.
I d lik e , just once, to see these people asking these boys why they don't stay in
Montana.

I ’ d lik e to see them promoting our outstanding schools, rather than those some-

where e ls e .
We want a l l o f Montana to jo in our alumni in encouraging our outstanding youth to
stay in Montana."
Swarthout is also disappointed with the general opinion o f Montanans regarding the
^ i - b c r o f sports played by Montana's u n iv e rsitie s.
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UM RECRUITING--3 -"We've got fo o tb a ll players at the U niversity o f Montana who could play fo r any
school in the cou n try/' he said.

"And we’ve got lo t s o f them.

They're happy here, happy

with the state, town, school and a th le tic program.”
Swarthout wants to see more Montanans contribute to the e ffo r t to keep the s ta te ’ s
athletes in Montana.

He said his s t a f f 's main problem should be drawing o u t-o f-s ta te

talen t to Montana, but at present, th is often is n ’ t the problem.
"Too many Montanans seem to get the impression that we are ignoring Montana boys,"
Swarthout concluded.
"We have no intention o f accepting the migration o f outstanding youth to other states.
Our a ll-o u t recru itin g e ffo r t s within the state w ill be continued."
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